
Welcome back 
 
I hope you had a great Christmas and are looking forward to the new term.  We 
have lots to look forward to and I plan to make sure your children feel motivated, 
enthused and challenged in their learning throughout the year. 

Equipment: 
In class 4, the children are encouraged to have their own writing equipment in a 
small pencil case. Blue gel or ink pens only please. They also need pencils and 
highlighters.  Coloured pencils and pens are useful but we do have a good stock 
of these in class. 
 
As always, the children are encouraged to bring a water bottle to keep them 
hydrated and help their concentration.  

The children will have PE twice a week (Mondays and Wednesdays) and should 
always have their labelled PE kit in school. It is important that they have the 
correct clothing and are responsible for it. 

Homework: 

The children will receive Spelling and Maths homework every week. Weekly 
spellings will be set on Monday and tested the following Monday. Maths 
homework will also be set on Monday and due that Friday. 

Many of the expectations and additional responsibilities they are given in class 4 
are in preparation for secondary school where they will of course be expected to 
be independent. We recommend at this stage in the term that you equip your 
Year 6 children with SATs revision support books to prepare them for the new 
2017 style tests and help them take responsibility for their own learning when at 
home. 

If you have any concerns or worries please come and speak to me or another 
member of staff, or send a brief note in with your child. 

Miss Martindale 

 
 
 

 
Spring Term Overview 

 
Maths:  Our main focus this term is to develop their reasoning skills. Children will 
be given the opportunity to develop their ability to form and test mathematical 
conjectures related to the following topics this term: in both written and mental 
numeracy across all four operations.  We also plan to investigate: 
- Geometry: Can you find the centre of a circle? What are tangrams and what 
happens when you continue to use a compass to intersect circles? What shapes 
were used to help construct the Titanic? 
- Ratio and Proportion: What is the difference between ratio and proportion? 
How can use apply these skills to solve real life problems? Who is the Vitruvian 
Man and are we as divine as Leonardo da Vinci claims we are? Most importantly, 
did a dinosaur really enter the school hall and how can we dis/prove it? 
Number – We will focus on securing strategies across all for operations and 
develop confidence in how we choose to represent our thoughts: abstract, 
pictorial and concrete are all equally valid and useful! 
Please revise times tables facts with your child – good recall of these is a 
significant advantage! 
 
*In response to the arithmetic paper in SATs, your children will be taught mental 
and written strategies every Monday in order to boost their confidence and 
develop their skill in this area. 
 
English: 
 
Writing: Our class book of the term is a wonderful classic fiction: ‘The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane’ by Kate DiCamillo who tells the story of china rabbit 
that finds himself lost.  Using a range of clauses and word types the class will 
write a descriptive piece describing his physical appearance of poor Edward both 
before and after his travels. 
 
Non-Fiction Writing: In keeping with our term topic: The Titanic, we plan to 
investigate real life passengers on the ship to gather an insight into their lives 
before and after their journey.  Using our knowledge and own inference skills we 
will write a non-fiction piece (a letter or even a diary entry) as one of the 
passengers.   
 
BBC’s 500-Word Competition: Children in Class 4 always love having the 
opportunity to be creative and create their OWN story using their imagination.  
At the end of January we will be asking children to enter the competition online 
and the class will be transformed into an editors workshop; giving children the 



opportunity to feel like a real author by giving them limitless redrafting 
opportunities is key to both progress and a life long love of writing. 
 
It is worth noting that there will be a heavy focus on grammar, spelling and 
comprehension throughout the year to support Year 6 in the lead up to SAT’s. 
 
Reading: Although many of the children are confident readers, it is important 
that they continue to develop their skills of reading, understanding and 
questioning. An hourly-guided reading session will take place once a week. In 
addition a guided group reading lesson with every child at least once a week. 
During this time children will examine a short text in order to answer questions 
and uncover meaning such as the author’s motives. 
 
The children will be expected to have a free-choice reading book.  Please support 
your child by checking that they are reading regularly, including to an adult more 
than once a week.  Ask your child about our reading racetrack challenge and 
Bingo Cards! 
 
Science – This term Class 4 will need to carry out a range of investigations into the 
changes that occur to certain materials when they are heated, cooled and mixed with 
other materials to ensure the content is accurate and inspiring. Get your lab coats on - it’s 
going to get messy! 
 
RE – The Spring term will be spent helping children to understand and compare key beliefs 
in Christianity and Judaism.  After discovering what the children know about the two 
religions, they will learn Jewish practices and how some Jews choose to live their lives.   
 
Geography / History: For the first part of the term we will be learning about the Titanic; 
why it sank and what life was like for passengers on board the ship.  The children will be 
using their navigation skills to discover missing life rafts and plotting coordinates to lead 
their partners to missing valuables lost in the wreckage.  Geography will focus on basic 
map skills and being able to pin point counties, cities and even villages on the map of 
Great Britain. 
 
Art: In keeping with the Titanic, children drawing a sketch of the Titanic and using colours 
carefully to capture a real life depiction in colour from black and white photographs. 
 
PE: A sports coach will teach the children on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  For this term 
they will be take part in Rugby and Basketball.  There will be sporting opportunities 
through the term and I will pass on details as they arise. 
 
MFL: Mrs Patterson will be teaching the children once a week. It will mainly involve 
speaking and listening and writing basic words and phrases. 
 

Computing: At Little Gaddesden School this is integral to teaching and learning. This term 
class 4 will design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals.  They will also 
have the opportunity to solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts and use 
sequence, selection, and repetition in programs.  The children will also have many 
opportunities to make use of the Laptops and IPADs across the curriculum. 

Class 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Little Gaddesden CE Primary school  

“…curious and creative thinkers, 
independent and enthusiastic learners 

and confident individuals…” 


	Class 4

