
What is assessment?

• Questioning

• Marking

• Observation

• Dialogue

• Testing

Testing is just one element of assessment. 



Pupil • What do I know?

• What do I need to do next?

• Am I getting better?

Teachers • Where are they in relation to where they need to be?

• What are the gaps in their knowledge and 

understanding?

• What do they need to learn next?

Parents • What can they do?

• What do they need to know next?

• Where are they in relation to where they should be?

• How can I help?

Leaders & External 

Agencies

• Are the children meeting expectations?

• Are they making progress?

• Is provision as good as it should be?

• Are there groups making less progress than others?

Who wants to know what?



Where have we been? 

Where are we going?



Summative Assessment – Testing: 

Purposes of statutory assessment

The main purpose of statutory assessment is to ascertain 

what children have achieved in relation to the attainment 

targets outlined in the national curriculum.

The main intended uses of the outcomes are to:

• hold schools accountable for the attainment and 

progress made by their children 

• inform parents and secondary schools about the 

performance of individual children

• enable benchmarking between schools, as well as 

monitor performance locally and nationally. 

(Standards & Testing Agency)



What does assessment look like 

in our school?



What does formative 

assessment look like in class 2?

• WALT 

• WILF  

• Marking and feedback 

• Improvement

• Self and peer assessment

• Questioning- not always written

• Whiteboards and pitstops

•



How does this help children 

learn?
• There is a belief that all children can 

succeed

• There is a culture where learning is 

celebrated, rather than performance

• It informs planning for next steps

• It encourages independence



“People talk about assessment as 

though it’s separate to teaching. For me 

assessment is what you have to do to 

be able to teach effectively. 

A teacher’s view of assessment…



Pupil’s view on assessment, marking 

and feedback…

“I like to check my next steps 

and find out what I have done 

well. I don’t like it if there isn’t a 

green comment. I want to know 

how to get better at what I am 

doing.“



Our view…

Assessment should support 

good teaching and learning. It 

should help teachers and 

students keep track of progress 

and drive improvement.

Assessment is for learning!



How is assessment monitored?

• Tracking grids and records
HfL Reading Tracker: EYFS through to Phase A Steps 0/1/2/3 (Y1 range) 

and A3/4/5/6 (Y2 range) 
Enter name in box if ‘secure’ – i.e. reads at 90-94% accuracy, in a fluent & phrased manner and with comprehension at ARE (see HfL 
guidance). Book Bands have been linked with HfL steps to support reading assessments, particularly in relation to decoding skills, but 
information will also need to be drawn from reading behaviours across the curriculum (the NOFAN principle) and from a wide range of 
reading experiences and material.  

*A note re phases 5 & 6: ‘Phase 5’ represents an age-appropriate developmental reading stage, of exploring alternative 

HfL step, 
Book Band,  
RR level, 
L&S phonic 
phase 

End of Aut 1 End of Aut 2 End of Spr 1 End of Spr 2 End of Sum 1 End of Sum 2 

A6 
(Y2 
Deepening  –
Y3 Entering) 
Lime  
25-26  

Y3   ARE Y3   ARE     

A5 
(Y2 
Securing) 
White  
23-24  

    Y2   ARE Y2   ARE 

A4 
(Y2 
Developing) 
Gold 
21-22  

  Y2   ARE Y2   ARE   

A3 
(Y1 
Deepening  -
Y2 Entering) 
Purple  
19-20 

Y2   ARE 
 

Y2   ARE 
 

    

A2 
(Y1 
Securing) 
Turquoise 
17-18 
* 

    Y1   ARE Y1   ARE 

A1 
(Y1 
Developing) 
Orange  
15-16  
* 

   Y1   ARE   

A1 
(Y1 
Developing) 
Green  
12-14 
* 

  Y1   ARE    

A0 
(Y1 Entering) 
Blue  
9-11 
Ph 4+* 

Y1   ARE 
 
 

Y1   ARE 
 

    

ELG 
Yellow  
6-8 
Ph 3-4 

    YR   ARE YR   ARE 

40-60D/S  
Red 
3-5  
Pivats 6-8 
Phase 3 

  YR   ARE YR   ARE   

40-60E/D  
Pink B 
2   
Pivats 4-5  
Phase 2 

YR   ARE YR   ARE     

Adults working with children before Reception class must be modelling the reading behaviours which will be assumed as prior 
learning from the beginning of Reception (see additional document ‘Reading behaviours typical of Nursery-age children’). 



Summative

• Class based tests and assessments (spelling 

and arithmetic)

• National tests –external assessment



• How are the results used?

• Secondary school transitions

• Head and teachers progress meetings

• Subject monitoring

• Inter-school moderation

• External advisors HFL HIP and 
OFSTED monitoring



Good assessment is an 

intrinsic tool of the 

teaching and learning 

cycle. 

Assessment can be an 

evaluation of what children have 

learnt at a given point in time

Assessment can also be an on-going 

process which is integral to teaching 

and learning





























How to Help Your Child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and 
they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are reading 
(the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!
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How to Help Your Child with Reading

• Listening to your child read can take many forms.

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS1 and KS2 is equally as important as 
listening to your child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their 
feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child 
to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app on a 
phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything: fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes and TV guides.

• Visit the local library - it’s free!
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How to Help Your Child with Writing

• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, shopping lists, notes 
or reminders, stories and poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find synonyms and 
expand vocabulary.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for editing and 
correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when 
reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!
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How to Help Your Child with Maths

• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts or calculating 
change when shopping.

• Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else!

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, darts, draughts and 
chess.
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Thank you for making the time to 

be here this morning

Please complete the evaluations at the end 

of our class assembly and tell us what you 

would like to know more about.


